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THE U/E^THER-
Official forecasts for to-day Indicate that it

will be fair and warmer.

Mr. Fitch is doubtless the most

thoroughly survived duellist extant.

Notwithstanding all the promises and

predictions to the contrary, the Giants
continue to play like a set of favorite
sons.

Mr. Piatt will be forced to line up
and support Mr. Milholland's Presi¬
dential candidate, with his "wobbles"
and all.

Sealed proposals for that Vice-Presi¬
dential nomination will be received by
Mark Hanna up to the time of the
meeting of the St. Louis Convention.

After carefully surveying the situa¬

tion, Mr. Harrison wisely decided he

would not take any chances with Mr.
Hanna's syndicate favorite son exter¬
minator.

Perhaps the jnost miserable Republi¬
cans in the country to-day are the Ohio
Porakerites. They will be compelled
to take large and nasty doses of the
Inevitable. ,

The world is waiting to hear Editor
Kohlsaat announce that McKinley will
not accept the votes of the California
delegation because it is also instructed
to demand free coina'ge of silver at
16 to 1.

The gold exports for this week after
i-day's steamships have sailed will

reach almost $6,000,000. This is one of
the conditions which knock the Cleve¬
land theory of finance into an unrecog¬
nizable heap.

The outspoken declaration the
New Jersey Democrats on tfc» financial
question" le a great relief from the

vvP'.'Jii \.%Ss been in progress
In the Republican conventions through¬
out the country. ,

It appears that among the manifes¬
tations of John Stetson's kindliness not
mentioned by his biographers was a

benevolent desire to reduce the over-

supply of Massachusetts spinsters by
marrying early and often.

That civil service order of President
Cleveland may have the effect of tieing
up some of the working capital of the
McKinley syndicate, but in case Mc¬
Kinley reaches the White House he
will doubtless find a way to let down
the bars so that' his followers can

browse in the official pastures.

Laborers for trucking farms are

scarce all along the Atlantic coast.
The papers of Baltimore are directing
attention to this scarcity of laborers,
and at the same time printing facts
and statistics showing how intelligent
laborers can earn good wages for the
present, with a chance for a permanent
home afterward. This Is true of New
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and Vir¬
ginia. In all of these States truck
gardening is an important industry,
and during the Spring and Summer
there is usually such harvest of small
fruits and vegetables that there are

seldom laborers enough to gather them.
This may be a suggestion of value to
those who are out of work In the large
cities, or to those organizations which
are interested in promoting the welfare
of the poor.

A WHIRLIGIG OF ART.
It has been found that one of the

peculiarities of the modern picture col¬
lector Is that he tires of his collection.
It seems that a set of pictures pass
through a series of effects, so to speak:
for five years they are a pride and de¬
light to the owner; during the next five

years they become a bore; at the end
of ten years they have worn out all the
set phrases that could be applied to
them. They have not increased in
value as a collection, and the owner

wants a new set of effects. This is why
all the collectors sell out periodically.
To the man who lives in a flux of emo¬

tions and experiences the static qual¬
ity of a picture becomes an aggrava¬
tion. He gets tired of always seeing
Mr. Schreyer's cow just about to drink
and never accomplishing it, or Mr-
Brown's bootblack on the eternal edge
of shining a shoe. The fixity even of
the Christian maiden's terror in Ga¬
briel Max's drama In one tableau wears
out its suspense to the imaginative
man, and he gets tired of adding all
kinds of dehouements. In short, that
desire for change which makes a man

try a new restaurant or a new hotel
every week and divide his year up be¬
tween Paris and New York has affected
the esthetic desires of a generation but
recently admitted to connolsseurship.
It is therefore seriously proposed to
put art on the same footing as a em¬
ulating library or a travelling comic

opera. That is to say, it is suggested
that a man shall own a picture only
so many months, and then pass it on

to some other member of the associa¬
tion In exchange for one of equivalent
value. The idea originated in Chicago,
where the chief function of both art
and religion is to keep things on the
jump. The objection made in Boston
to the scheme that an art interest
kept at this forced draught will wear

out is not as tenable as the other ob¬
jection that the pictures will.

LESSER NEW YORK.
New York City if left to the tender

mercies of the men who build elevated
railways and sky-scrapers will eventu¬
ally becomes a congeries of canyons,
through which are forever rushing iron
torrents. Life itself will be but a thin
layer of humanity in the steel sand¬
wich, with sudden death under foot
and hurtling devastation overhead.
The hideous structure which our city
is compelled to carry Is analagous to
the metallic appliances that are fas¬
tened to the cramped and distorted
limbs of a maimed child.that is to

say, the child that cannot get about
Is provided with provisional adjuncts
till he can.

<
No one expects him to

wear them all his life. He consents to
put on the appendages only because
he hopes to outgrow them. Here the

analogy ends. Our maimed municipal
giant, having submitted to the first
iron, is now expected to wear steel
braces all over his body and exist in
Chains to the end of his days.
No one need be told that the longi¬

tudinal distances on this island be¬
tween business and repose have
brought about an ebb and flow in the

aggregate humanity of the city proper
that are unique and necessitous. We
are to all intents reduced by the to¬

pography of Manhattan to the first
dimension of space. We live and strug¬
gle to move on a line without thick¬
ness or breadth. To meet this condi¬
tion the elevated rai'way was devised.
Its theory was that it would enable
life to move between toil and repose
expeditiously, comfortably and safely,
and that its advantages would out¬

weigh any disadvantages to the high-,
ways through which it ran. It is not
too much to say that it has signally
failed In each of these spicifications.
It does not accommodate the public,
who in great me«s:ife not only depend
upon various other means of transit,
but pr&fer them, because they are

m.ore accessible, and in many respects
more comfortable and safer. The only
way In which the elevated system can

become an accommodation adequate to
the demands of city travel is to double-
deck the city with additional tracks
and turnouts, and that the stockhold-
ers of the roads are anxious to do. But
the people of New York, if allowed to
have their way, will never consent to
this if any other adequate system is

possible. This is the practical con¬

demnation of the elevated railroad sys¬
tem. It is not adjustable to the grow¬
ing demands of the city. To be at all
efficient it must be an iron incubus on

the metropolis. It furnishes a half way
convenience at a total sacrifice of
beauty, peace and safety. Its exten¬
sion is a virtual acknowledgment that
in engineering skill we are behind the
age.

SOME SCIENTIFIC VICTORIES.
How instructive and useful are the

products of recent scientific effort, how
magnificent the vista they open to the
hopeful gaze of man, how vast the
promise they unfold for his ultimate
triumph over things merely material!
Who can read to-day those engaging

columns of the newspapers which set
forth where and how we may be
amused without marvelling at the in¬
genuity of man in harnessing science
to the plough of pleasure? Who can

stroll Broadway unmoved by the evi¬
dences on every hand that it is better
nowadays to invent a amusement
than to bridge an ocean? There is in¬
struction in the triumph of the in¬
ventor who, after nights of wearing
brain effort, and exhaustion of every
mental and physical force, finally
achieved a machine which would 3how
us a bull fight In all its sanguinary
reality, yet be secure from the perni¬
cious efforts of the S. P. C. A. And
how proud the accomplishment of the
inventors who enable us to listen to the
roar of Niagara, to feast our eyes on

the latest skirt dance, to see Corbett
in'effigy "knock out" a man who was

there to be "knocked out," or to hear
in squeaky tones through a tin cone

the notes of Chevalier's latest song!
All these things have been done for an

eager and waiting public by inventors
who in a less pleasure-loving day in¬
vented such comparatively unimpor¬
tant things as telephones, incandescent
lights, or the trolley.
Professor Roentgen, slaving in his

little laboratory in far off Germany,
ought to take time to visit Broadway
and study the profitable branches of
inventive effort to which our great
American inventors are devoting them¬
selves to-day.

SPANISH SWASHBUCKLERS.
There is a smack of Don Quixotism

in the present gelations existing be¬
tween the Spanish Commander-in-
Chief Weyler and the Spanish General
Bernal. Mr. Lawrence, the Journal
correspondent, who has been ordered
out of Cuba because he had the intel¬
ligence to discover the truth and the

courage to record It, gives an amusing
account of the Interview between the
Generals prior to the dismissal of Ber-

nal, who has been sent back to Spam.
It reads somewhat like a leaf cut of
the "Grand Duchess" with two Gen¬
eral Bourns in the cast. Both men

were furious, and Bernal threatened
the Captain-General with personal vio¬
lence if he ever met him in Spain. The
courageous Weylev, unwilling to leave
so important a matter to be arbitrated
at a chance meeting, remarked that
he would make it his business to find
Bernal in Spain, when hostilities could
be renewed.

It would seem that Cuba is not large
enough as an arena wherein these

doughty talkers are to shed each
other's gore. When they fight they
want a whole prairie o,r, a whole conti¬
nent. So particular are they on this
point that they prefer to Journey three
thousand miles by sea In order to find
a suitable place in which to wreak
their thunderous rage. When within
a few inches of each other such a thing
as fighting never occurred to them, but
when they meet in Spain oh, then.
Mr. Lawrence does not state which
combatant will have the choice of

weapons, but if the matter lies with
Weyler he will probably emulate the
example of the peaceful Western duel¬
list who chose bricks; distance two
miles.

REFORMING ALDERMEN.
The secretary of the City Club of

New York yesterday read a paper be¬
fore the National Municipal League in
Baltimore advocating the payment of

higher salaries to Aldermen. To his
thesis there can be no reasonable ex¬

ception taken. That the laborer 13

worthy of his hire is a principle of
economics older than municipal leagues
and vastly more infallible than Alder¬
men.

It is easy, however, to lay undue
stress on the virtue of a comfortable
salary as an aid to honesty. The m .1

who corrupt Aldermen are equal]}* dis¬
honest with them, yet arer^i moved to
essay bribery by lack of money of their
own. It is as lale to argue that had the
BoGdlF Board which gave away the

Broadway railway franchise been paid
better salaries the crime would not
have been committed as it would be
to urge that had Jacob Sharp's income
been $1,000 a month greater he would
not have proffered the bribes. It is

greed, not need, that causes municipal
corruption.
As long as valuable monopolies which

should be held and operated by the

public are allowed to become the prop¬
erty of corporations to be operated for

private profit and not for public bene¬

fit, so long the men coveting these
monopolies will offer, and those having
the power to dispose of them will ac¬

cept bribes. The remedy does not lie
In Increasing the pay of Aldermen for
wealth and honesty do not necessarily
go hand In hand.but in decreasing
their power to give away or otherwise
alienate the most valuable assets of the

municipality.
The indictment by the Grand Jury of

a batch of millionaires who are al¬
leged to conduct a trust contrary to
the laws of the United States will
bring encouragement to those despond¬
ent citizens who thought no relief was

in sight for the ever growing power
and tyranny of the trusts, wielded so

ruthlessly. The charge against the
Board of Directors of the American
Tobacco Company, who are indicted,
is that of conspiracy to restrict and
prevent competition and to increase
the price of a commodity of trade. It
is probably true that not one of the
gentlemen who compose this Board
would commit, individually, any of the
wrongs against society charged in the
indictment. What men do individuallyand what they do as corporations are

as wide asunder as the poles. If this
were not so the iniquitous trusts which
everywhere prevent competition by
murderous methods, and increase the
price of commodity by cunning and
corruption, could not exist. Indi\ idual
man shrinks in horror from the wrongs
to which he lends himself as a factor
in a corporation, just as individual
schoolboys who are humane and gentle
often become rapacious and cruel in
masses. It is the tendency in man to
shift the blame that will have to be
overcome in fighting the nefarious sys¬
tem of hydra-headed trusts that is
scattering distress over the land.

Quay and Piatt have no doubt learned
lessons from the resistless popular en¬

thusiasm which has proved so helpful
to Hanna. Their efforts to stem the
McKinley tide were not only futile for
that purpose, but they were skilfully
turned to th6 advancement of the very
boom they were intended to check.
Quay announced a candidacy which
was generally recognized as a sham,
while Piatt pretended to advocate a

candidate who had no chance. In both
cases it was the boss in opposition to
the very evident will of the majority.
As in almost #very similar case hereto¬
fore, the majority won. As in almost
every case where determined opposi¬
tion was made, the bosses yielded.
This does not mean, however, that
Quay and Piatt have retired from poli¬
tics. They neter retire. They will
likely be in the triumphant procession
demanding any spoils that the Civil
Service law does not exempt from po¬
litical control. Meanwhile they have
learned that they cannot check the
McKinley boom.

The currency question at Jhicago
seems to be drifting away from the
scientific discussion of gold ani silver
toward a vulgar debate on how to
raise the J40,000 promised 4a"e Demo¬
cratic National Convention

Recent Talk of
London Town.

London, April 29.."I went to the most
notable public dinner of the year last Sat¬
urday evening. It was the dinner of the
Press Club at the Masonic Hall. I am not
an anglo-manlac, but I must confess that in
all matters relating to the comforts of life
the English are past masters.-One of
these things is dining. The recollection of
the glorious days when an Englishman sat
down at 4 in the afternoon to dine upon
the best until 9, or even midnight, still
exercises its Influence upon this nation, and
If one wants to see the happiest English¬
men at their happiest he should go to
any sort of a dinner.a public one pre¬
ferred. The great hall, lofty, roomy, brill¬
iantly decked, was one Of many in Lon¬
don of which the like is not in New York.
The toastmaster, standing behind the chair¬
man with his continual cries of "Charge your
glasses, gentlemen!" and "Pray silence for
the speaker!" added a little touch which
glorified the dinner. Then again there was

that beautiful feature of relieving the
speeches with excellent music, recitations
and songs. A great number of first-class
artistes replaced one another on the plat¬
form opposite the chairman, where a band
at other times discoursed beautifully. The
waiters, with their gold chains around
their necks, would have been simply per¬
fect had they not been so Intent upon
money getting as to remind me once or

twice that I had not emptied my glass, for
at most great dinners in England you pay
for your own drink in addition to the din¬
ner ticket. The speakers at this dinner
were the Viscount Wolseley, Charles Beres-
ford, John Morley and "Dear Justli» Mc¬
Carthy." Of these I can only say that, from
an American point of view, the least said
about their speeches the soonest mended.
The way they hemmed and hawed and
stammered and stuttered and went at every
sentence backward, so as to affirm every¬
thing by a double negative, was "quite
English, you know." Morley, however, was
both bright and honest. Instead of smear¬

ing the press with taffy he told the truth
about it, and gave it a rank in influence be¬
neath that of Parliament.
In society we have had some swagger

weddings this week, and our ladies at home
will like to know something about them.
At the inarriagg of Lady Angela St. Claire
Erskine to Mr. Forbes, of the Ninth
I'&fifTers, the bride, who was given
vway by her brother, pord Rosslyn, wore

wh'te satin trimmed with Indian muslin
and draped with old lace. Her long train
was embroidered In sliver and pearl, and
she wore a coronet of natural orange blos¬
soms, from which her veil depended. By
the way, I have seen two or three refer¬
ences of late to the imitating of the jewel
in crowns and coronets with natural flow¬
ers, which is a trick that I saw practised
by the swellest Chinese women all over

China last year.an old custom there. Of
course, they wear no crowns, but, instead,
elaborate hair decorations of Jade and
pearls, and by means of tiny white buds
and bits of green leaf they imitate these
two substances beautifully. To return to

Lady Angela's wedding, her two train bear¬
ers.the little boy Marquis of Stafford and
the little boy Lord Allstair Leveson-Gower
.wore white satin court costumes with full
blouses of gold Indian muslin and point
d'Alencon lace jabot and sleeres, with scarlet
velvet cloaks hanging from the shoulder. The

oig'ht bridesmaids were all aristocrats.

Tl^ey wore costumes of white muslin,
Louis XVI. style, over satin with frilled
fichu, and ruched sleeves to wrist finished
with frills, and broad white satin ribbon
sashes. They also wore bright scarlet vel¬
vet cloaks, slung from one shoulder, lined
with white satin, and large white felt
picture hats with white ostrich feathers
and knots of scarlet velvet. The bride¬
groom's presents to them were enamel
chain bangles with enamel hearts in centre,
and bouquets of lilies of the valley In
foliage.
At another swell wedding there were nine

bridesmaids and two pages. At still an¬

other, that of Lady Susan Keppel, there
were four adult bridesmaids and^our chil¬
dren.titled little girls. They were dressed
in white muslin trimmed with pink satin,
with toques to match; the elder bridesmaids
carried bouquets of pink roses, and the
younger ones pink satiii "crooks orna¬

mented with pink roses, and they wore

large Leghorn hats instead of the toques.
Mr. Maximilian Townley (brother of the
bridegroom) was best man. The Earl of
Albemarle gave his sister away. She wore

the usual white satin wedding gown and a

pearl and diamond necklace, the gift of her
mother.
We still continue to read a great deal

about Baron Hirsch. For a time after his
death it was said that he had committed sui¬
cide, and mystery mongers busied them¬
selves with stories to account for the sui¬
cide. It was said that noblemen had
snubbed him and that a nobleman had re¬
fused to allow the Prince of Wales to take
him to some aristocratic house. The Chron¬
icle to-day published what I do not doubt Is
the exact truth about the Baron's death. A
Mr. Ehrenfield had put his house and ser¬

vants at the Baron's disposal, and the Baron
had invited a number of friends to meet him
at a 9 o'clock dinner.
"The dinner was of the simplest, and the

only drink was a light white wine of the
country. However, the repast was a gay
one, and the conversation singularly ani¬
mated, the Baron, though 'dead tired,' as he
said himself, being full of fun and good
humor. Toward half-past 10 he declared
his intention of going to bed, and left every¬
body charmed with his good humor. His
valet saw him to bed and left him without
noticing any sign of indisposition. The next
morning the man entered his master s room,
the Baron having intended to rise early. He
seemed to be sleeping. The Bervant placed
his master's breakfast at hand and left the
room. In a quarter of an hour he returned
and, finding the Baron still apparently Sleep¬
ing, opened? the shutters. The day was fine,
and when the light was let Into the chamber
the servant was struck by the Baron's pale¬
ness and the rigidity of his hands as they
lay on the bed. He found the body stiff and
cold. He had already been dead for hours.
A doctor fixed the exact moment between
midnight and 1 o'clock. The cause of death
was an attack of apoplexy. He had died In
his sleep and without a moment of suffering.
This was precisely the death which he had
always wished."

JULIAN RALPH.

A Gotham Ambition.
[Philadelphia Ledger.]

Let Messrs. Gould and Sage make the railroads
and they will care not who makes the President.

Awnltinjf tlie Hoodoo.
[Philadelphia Ledger.]

MoKinley's critics seem to think his good for¬
tune is bound to hoodoo him somehow or other.

An Informed Man.
[Chicago Tribune.]

General Fitzhugh Lee may have mixed the
first mint julep President Cleveland ever drank,
but he can't give the President any 'nforinatloo
concerning the principal Ingredients.

Strange History of the
New York Aquarium.

The story of the Aquarium has shown all
the earmarks of a story told to marines.
Since it was projected children who were

promised birthdays and holidays at Castle
Garden have grown up and gone away to
linish their education. There are others
who still retain faith that their children
may yet see the great white whale. The

disappointment of the public has been the
greater inasmuch as, excepting the City Hall,
no building in town has more of the scant
affection which New York bestows on its
landmarks than Castle Garden.
The manifold sins of the old Park Board

have been measurably forgiven in the fact
that it set apart Castle Garden for an

aquarium, and thus insured the then peril¬
ous future of Battery Park. The popularity
of the fisheries at the World's Fair gave
renewed Interest to the Aquarium. In
1892 the Legislature set apart $150,000 for
this purpose. In 1893 it authorized the
expending of an additional $150,000. Years
have gone by, and the gates of the
Aquarium are guarded by an ill-tempered
Cerberus, and "No Admittance" still frowns
upon the door.
Possibly the record of inefficiency and In¬

capacity has been surpassed in no public
enterprise of the kind with which this city
has been strangely familiar. Curiously
enough, it is only a record of inefficiency
and incapacity, and presents no scandal¬
ous featues. This gives it a certain ex¬

asperating distinction. The work was be¬
gun under Harvey F. Woodman, accom¬
plished conchologlst and naturalist, an ap¬
pointee of the old Park Board. He re¬
mained In charge until the Reform Board
came Into power with Mayor Strong's ad¬
ministration.Messrs. Roosevelt, King, Juil-
lard and Haven.when an investigation
was ordered. A committee of experts was

appointed, consisting of President Hunt¬
ington, of the State Fish Commission; Lieu¬
tenant Reeves, of the Navy, and Dr.
Tarleton Beam, of the United States Fish
Commission.
However learned and well meaning Mr.

Woodman had been, he had done every¬
thing wrong. The tanks accommo¬
dated the air perfectly, but spilt
their plate-glass fronts when the w».

ter was turned in. The large central
tanks were low and too deep, and had to
be raised by brickwork a foot and a half.
The water supply was inconvenient, and
the supply tanks have all had to be raised
to an adequate height. The rear roof, cov-
erel with glass, only three feet from the
tanks, made the temperature impossible,
while the cross lights of that and the dome
kept the fish half blinded. The plate glass,
set in cement that refused to yield to the
temperature, continually broke. It is usu
less to recapitulate the procession of blun¬
ders.
In addition, each member of the various

Park Boards has had his ideas to be car¬
ried out. Mr. Dana wanted an iron domo,
which the insufficient walls of the old
building would not support, so the wooden
beams and girders of the old building wer^
left. Mr. King, who was a builder, was
shocked at the barn-like interior, and would
not be comforted. Then the Reform Board
wearied of Its well doing, and things were
at loose ends jigailU Jka?t-JTall the
Board came into power, and now the sound
of hammer and saw are merrily at work,
while Fanny, the seal, stands on her feet
and takes on the air of bossing the job.
The work at present is under the charge

of Dr. Tarleton Bean, who had charge of
the aquarium at the World's Fair,
and still later at the Atlanta Ex¬
position. He has been in charge of the
work a year. The opening of the Aquarium
is promised for July. There is every evi¬
dence that this promise wiil be kept. The
state of the Aquarium at present may be
briefly described: There is a fine floor of
vltrefled tiles, and set in this are the large
tanks for marine monaters, the centre of
which is intended for the great white
whale. These. tanks are surrounded by
brickwork and an ornamented iron railing
ntended to keep the children from tumbling
In. They are lined with white tiles and
filled with sea water pumped from a well
beneath, which is something fine to see in
its crystalline purity and color. There is a

surrounding circle of tanks in the outer
wall now undergoing reconstruction as
described above. Some of these are al¬
ready Inhabited by brook trout and sal¬
mon which have (been exhibiting them¬
selves at the Sportmen's Show and at the
Fulton Market fish opening. Stairs lead to
a second gallery, and here is another circle
of tanks, smaller than those below, but
formed on the same plan. The burning
glass roof having been taken away, the
roof is raised nine feet, with side win¬
dows rectifying the light and aiding an

entertaining optical illusion when the water
is in the tanks.
The principal thing waiting to be done

will transform the entire interior. This is
a separate tent-like enclosure of steel ribs,
a roof within a roof, which will supply
the dome desired by Mr. Dana and cover up
the barnlike exterior deplored by Mr. King.
This dome will be lighted by stained glass
to still further be made agreeable to the
fish, and the ribs will be concealed be¬
neath plaster and appropriate decoration.
Already there Is a respectable nucleus of

curious things to be seen. Fanny, the seal,
has been mentioned, making herself very
much at home while waiting for a large
colony. The travelled trout from the
Rangeley lakes and numbers of familiar fish
are enjoying the freedom of the large tanks
intended eventually for more distinguished
visitors. Attached to the Aquarium is a
lecture room, and here are already to be
seen some of the Aquarium's most Interest¬
ing features. There are cylindrical tanks
grouped together In which animal life and
vegetable life have been carefully bal¬
anced. Here are the sea anemones of all
sorts, the mysterious and distructive tendo,
with Its two siphons alone visible; the bar¬
nacle, displaying the fairy-like architecture
of its foot, creating mechanically currents
that sweep toward it its food. Here is a

coquettish newt, pretending It Is not hun¬
gry and turning away its head, to seize its
dinner anxiously when It fears It will be
withdrawn. Strangest sight of all Is a male
stickleback, guarding its nest and fighting
every fish In turn that comes near, even the
mother fish, who It strongly suspects
wants to eat her own eggs. Here are live
coral and curious little sea horses, looking
as If they had escaped from mediaeval arch¬
itecture.

If these are an earnest of what is to be,
the Aquarium will rival the Menagerie in
popular affection. In that case there will
be swift oblivion for the blundering, the
mismanagement, the incapacity, the waste
of money that have made the Aquarium a

by-word if not a scandal In a town that has
suffered much and forgiven much.

M. G. H.

Here's a Platform
for Silver Shouters.

Mr. William P. St. John, President of the
Mercantile National Bank, of New York,
who is very widely known for his brilliant
and fearless advocacy of the free coinage of
silver, publishes in the June number of
The Arena a proposed platform of a new

party, which he calls the "American Inde¬

pendents." In its essentials the platform
Is an expression of the demand, to which
the well-known Manufacturers' Club if

Philadelphia has given expression, for pro¬
tection and bimetallism; the platform has
value and Interest, both for its source and
for the expression it gives to the views of
a very considerable body of voters who
may, though It is hardly probable, be led
to relinquish allegiance to either old party
If both hold to the advocacy of gold mono¬
metallism. The Journal herewith givo»
publicity to its essential parts, together
with Mr. St. John's comments, specially
furnished to this paper;
First (a) That the mints of the* United States

shall be reopened to equally unrestricted coin¬
age for gold and silver Into the unlimited legal-
tender money of the United States; the gold to
issue In the present standard gold coins, and the
sliver to issue In the present standard silver dol¬
lars. (b) Depositors of the gold or silver at the
mint to receive in lieu of coin, if they prefer,
at the coining value thereof, coin certificates
which shall be redeemed on demand In gold or
silver coin at the option and according to the
convenience of the United States, (c) And as a
safeguard against panic and money stringency
the Secretary of the Treasury shall be empow¬
ered to issue such coin certificates additionally
against deposits of interest-bearing bonds of the
Lnited States, the Interest accruing on the
bonds to Inure to the United States pending
their re-exchange for the coin certificates, which
coin certificates when returned shall be can
celled; provided that such additional issues of
coin certificates shall not reduce the percentage
of coin and bullion reserved for coin and silver
certificates below 60 per cent of the aggregate
sum of coin certificates and silver certificates
outstanding. The now outstanding silver certifi
cates, gold certificates and Treasury notes of
1890 to bo retired as they come into the Treas
ury.
This (a) is free coinage at 16 to 1, the conven

lent coin certificate (b) to take the place of gold
certificates, silver certificates and Terasury
notes of 1800. The safeguard (C) would provide
for a temporary increase of $300,000,000 of pa
per money against the silver on hand in the
Treasury April 1.
In the elucidation of this plank Mr.St.John

writes: "Some would acquiesce in free coinage
If they could foresee freedom from panic ou
its adoption. If $30,000,000 of bank clea
Ing house certificates can allay a panic In
Wall Street, the prospect of $300,000,000
\>t United States coin certificates is likely
to stifle any panic that could arise. The
people who are vulnerable are they who
own Government bonds, generally speak¬
ing. Certain other bondholders can be re¬
lied upon to lend their bonds at a commis¬
sion for the proposed issue of coin certifi¬
cates. On the April 1 statement the Treas¬
ury notes of 1890 outstanding, less the
amount on hand in the Treasury, were
round numbers $104,000,000. The total sil¬
ver on hand, other than subsidiary coin,
was $493,000,000. Deducting $104,000,000
for the Treasury notes leaves $389,000,000
of sliver, a 60 per cent reserve for $048,000,-
000 of paper. Of this sum $333,000,000 net
are already afloat as silver certificates,
leaving $315,000,000 issuable in the proposed
coin certificates."

^
With the demand for free silver the cre¬

ators of the still nebulous independent
party would join a plea for protection. The
second plank in the platform recounts the
dangers to be feared from Chinese and
Japanese competition in the cottton trade
and Australian competition with American
wool growers. "We are therefore," it
goes on to say, "opposed to opening our
home market of seventy millions of con

sumers on any pretence of procuring there¬
by a foreign market for the productions of
the United States. But we shall exact of
our manufacturers that they accord to
labor a liberal and more continuously cer¬
tain share of the protection accorded them
and that the tariff devised shall afford also
a protection to the farmer and the planter,
and provide sufficient revenues for the
necessary expenditures of government."
Mr. St. John, though the author of the

platform, goes on to materially extend and
amplify this plank. He declares that It
asserts "our disposition to afford protec
tlou to our home industries whenever need
ed, but beyond this we intend to give the
country a rest from tariff tinkering, except
In so far as necessary revenues demand
legislation. We are ready to protect by
tariff any manufacturers of any kind who
can show their ueed of protection."
After a declaration favoring the initlatlv

and referendum.Issues dear to the hear
of the working classes.the platform close
with this pithy reference to the Adminis¬
tration of Grover Cleveland:
We condemn Clevelundlsm utterly; that der

bauching of legislators with patronage to achieve
legislation opposed to the will of the people is
a vicious prostitution of Executive Influence,
which we shall denounce as bitterly if it be the
practice of an Executive elected as a Republican
as when the practice of one elected as a Demo¬
crat.

It Is a period of political storm and stress,
and, while history has shown few instauces
of successful demalitlon of party lines in the
United States, it is not impossible that this
year the much discussed new party may put
itBelf emphatically in evidence. More prob¬
ably, however, the old parties will make
such concessions to the silver element, of
which Mr. St. John is the Eastern exponent,
that there will be left little Inducement for
him and his fellows to go and flock by
themselves.

To Russia.
Russia that wast the opener of the door
Through which the captive peoples went forth

freed:
How art thou changed and fall'n, who giv'st no

heed
Though in the dust a nation stricken sore
Dies at thy feet; though the red torrents pour
Continual, and to stay them does but need
Thy whimper, thy "Enough!" O fall'n Indeed,
Russia the Liberator now no more!

Hear thou a parable. A savage hound
Did rend a babe; and one that with a word
Or gesture could have called the brute to heel,
Stood watching; and, behold, he never stirred
A linger, and his lips vouchsafed no sound.
Shall hound or man God's heaviest Judgment

feel? .WILLIAM WATSON.

*
I amusements to-nicht. ^
AllliEY'S ? Merchant of Venice
ACADEMY OF MUSIC . . After Dnrk
AMERICAN Myle» Aroon
DKUAUWAY £l Capital!
HUOl . . . . The Widow .Jones
BOWEEY . . . . . VarietyCASINO .... . The Lady biaveyCULlfMIUJS . , . . . ._ /£'!?'DOKIS'S Continuous \ atidctilln
KDK> A1U8EE . . . Wax Works unfi Couccrts
KMPI K1'. . Too Much Johnson
KIOUTH AVENUE

. Variety
l'OURTEENUi STREET . 1 he Village Postmaster
GAlt)>EN ¦ , R" Absent ISoyGRAND OPERA HOUSE . . TrilbyUARH1CK .... ThoroughbredJlAltLEM OPKEA . Lost -24 Hours
HERALD SQUARE . . The Heart of Maryland
HOYT'H . . ABlaekSheep
IMPERIAL MUSIC HALL Vaudeville
KJ ITll'S Continuous \ nunovjlie
KOSTER & DIAL'S . Chevalier and Variety
OLYMPIA MUfclC HALL Marguerite
PALMER'S Herrmaun
PEOPLE'S Land ot the Midnight uu
PROCTOK'S THEATRE VuudeviljePROCTOR'S PALACE . . . Vaudeville
6TAXDAKP Cnimrole rnddeu
TOSY i'ASTOK'S. . . Coutinuoui Vondovillo
TROCADERO . . . Vaudeville

Caught in the
Metropolitan Whifl.

would make a
ration go wild.

The next book by the up-to-date Nordaq
will probably contain an exposition of that
growing form of hysteria which is known
as "rooter-madness." At the present time

that species of
m o n o m anlac
may be seen in

X/\ xHi many a sol?d

£v ®ialan? *lon*
the "bleach-
e r s,M going
through all his
accust omed
c o n t o r tlonB
and many new
ones, as he
watches the de¬
cline of the bo-
called "Giants/*
and the sight

specialist In mental aber-
The "rooter" is no longev

an isolated and somewhat mythical per¬
sonage, born for the purpose of Increasing
the professional joker's revenues and In¬
cidentally to worry the pitcher Into flukes.
He Is a fact, attesting his genuineness in
numerical numbers, and the prevalence off
him is indeed alarming. He Is no respecter
of persons or of traditions. The divinity
which doth hedge a Giant avails nothlnjf
with the rooter. To-day the left fielder Is
the object of his outburstlng enthusiasm;
to-morrow that saint may be visited with
that same votary's scorn and derision,
while the shortstop wears the laurels In
the eyes of all rooterdom. Rooter slang
and rooter wit have become something
individual and classic. Rooter guying Is
the most virulent form of attack, and brave
man Is he who successfully withstands It.
He must need have sheet Iron ear-tabs, a
padlocked tongue and the nerves of a hippo¬
potamus. "Playing to the rooter" is now
conceded to be as essential to popularity
as "playing to the gallery" among the
votaries of Thespis. His combined roar of
applause reaches from Maine to California,
and his cyclonic scorn sends stock down
ten points and shivers the pennant with
convulsions.

* * * t
Noting an elderly man in the act of care¬

fully wiping the mouth of the transmitter
in a public telephone pay station, and with¬
drawing from it as far as possible while
speaking into it,
as if he might
be howling into
the open maw

of a dreaded
rat tlesnake, a

b y s tander ap¬
proached h 1 m
and courteously
asked If there
were danger
:o the operator
in using a pub¬
lic telephone.
"I don't know

that there is
in this particular Instance," he replied;
"but on principle I am ever on the alert
for these things. You see, I am a specialist,
and I perhaps realize more keenly how
often diseases are transmitted by using
public implements of one kind and another,
public drinking cup, opera glasses at the
theatres, and even in the case of handling
of money. I wonder that no one has started
a bill through the Legislature making it a
misdemanor to dllow these public? con¬

veniences to refnaln for months" tind even
for years without inspection and disin¬
fection. Can you not see that out of a

thousand men with their mouths placed at
that transmitter for five minutes at a

time, some one of them might spread dis¬
ease among a score, and they would wonder
where they got It?"
The by-stander turned away firmer in

his belief that Ignorance is bliss.
*

*
*

Edgar Murphy, known In polite society
along Broadway as Big Edgar and in sport¬
ing circles as champion amateur pigeon

shot. Is a ra¬

conteur whose
fame extends
from that
point where
the waves of
the lower bay
plash upon the
stones of the
Battery wall,
and the ele¬
vated railroad
trains make
soft m u s i c
overhead, out
toward the
North Pole as

far as the umbrageous frontier of Greater
New York, and from the silver-flowing Hud¬
son on the western boundary of the metrop¬
olis to that arm of the sea that reaches
around the eastern border of the busy city
to bring the sparkling waters of the beau¬
tiful Harlem to the far-stretching and vast
Atlantic.
This is one of Murphy's stories: Accord¬

ing to Big Edgar an Eastern gentleman,
who had lived in the West long enough to
hear rumors as to the manner in which
local desperadoes hold up saloons, citizens,
towns and townships, came into a promi¬
nent New York hotel one "evening not long
ago, bearing.«nd partly concealed by.an
enormous jag, and announcing that he was

a wolf and that thct was his night to howl
and tear men and things asunder.

"I don't believe you want to fight," said
Murphy.
"I don't want to fight you, Edgar," re¬

sponded the Westernized Easterner, "be¬
cause you're a frien' o' mine, but I can
lick anybody else in N' York, an' I'm goin'
to begin with that big porter over there.
I don't like those blue cheeks In his blouse.
I'm goin' to kick him right out the front
door an' kick him right roun' the block
»n' kick him in the front door again an'
make him 'pologlze. I'm a wolf, I tell you,
an' I can't go to my lair t'night until I ve
tasted blood."

Big Edgar with much difficulty per¬
suaded the gentleman who was afflicted
with lycanthropy to postpone the drubbing
of the" porter, but only on the condition
that he (Murphy) should take the other to
a place where he might indulge himself
In sanguinary conflict. Accordingly, Mur¬
phy called a cab, told the driver to take
them down to Eleventh avenue, near
Thirty-ninth or Fortieth street, and
got inside with his inebriated friend.
The cab pulled up at a corner saloon in
the neighborhood designated, and Murphy
said to the gentleman who was anxious to
fight: "Just go in there and you'll ftjid
trouble to burn, if that's what you're look¬
ing for."
"Come In with me." suggested the man

from the West, "an' I'll show you some
fun."
"No," said Big Edgar, "I'll wait for you

here," and ho told the cabman to be ready
to get away from the vicinity on a gallop
at a second's notice.
Meanwhile the man who desired trouble

had entered the saloon by the side door.
Murphy listened Intently. There was a
momenta silence, then a crash as of a glass
thrown against a mirror, then a roar of
West Side profanity and the slam-bang of
flying chairs and tables; then the lights
went out. The most terrific uproar ensued
in the dark and continued for several min¬
utes. Just as Murphy was about to drive
away for a policem in the lights In th»
saloon went up, and a moment later lit
friend appeared at the door in his shl'
sleeves.
..Gome in an' have a drink, Edgar," 1

said; "I'm tendlu' bar."


